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The Overdale Medical Practice is committed to ensuring that there is a managed 
healthcare environment, which minimises the risk of infection to patients, staff, visitors 
and carers. 
 
The practice lead for infection control is Mrs Natasha Beardsley. Natasha is a nurse 
practitioner who has PG (Dip) in Advanced Practice.  She has been working at the practice 
since January 2011. As part of her ongoing training in infection control Natasha has joined 
the local infection control forum. Her first meeting is on 13th July.  
 
Natasha carries out an annual audit using the Department of Health and Infection Control 
Nurses Association 2005 tool ‘Audit tools for monitoring infection control guidelines within 
the community setting’. Natasha originally carried out this audit with Nicola Smith, the 
infection control lead.   
 
Over the last couple of years we have increased our cleaning hours across both sites, 
cleaning schedules have been introduced into each room. Additionally hand wash 
dispensers have been installed beside each sink. New bins have been purchased for the 
rooms that required them and a replacement couch has been bought. We have also 
decorated some rooms and replaced some of the sealant on the worktops.  
 
When Natasha carried out the infection control audit again in May 2015 both Breaston and 
Borrowash were found to be fully compliant with scores of 85%. These were 
improvements on last year’s score.  Breaston was found to be fully compliant. Some 
further improvements have been suggested by Natash and incorporated into our building 
plans.  
 

 
The action plan for this year, with regard infection control, is to replace the taps at 
Breaston with elbow taps. We will also be replacing two floors in the treatment rooms and 
we will increase the number of cleaning hours at our Borrowash site. Longer term we will 
be replacing further flooring and installing a new sink in room 5 at Borrowash.  
 

Training 

Natasha has continued to update the clinical team on: 

� Hand hygiene 

� Personal protective equipment 



� Waste disposal 

� Bodily fluid spillage  

� Specimen handling 

� Inoculation incidents  

Following on from the infection control audit Natasha ensured that the following policies 

were up to date:  

� Personal protective equipment (PPE) 

� Specimen handling and ‘High risk’ specimens 

� Safe handling and disposal of sharps 

� Inoculation incident procedure 

� Inoculation incident and HIV 

� Inoculation accident flow chart 

� Blood and body fluid spillage procedure 

� Hand hygiene procedures 

� Waste management 

� MRSA policy 

� MRSA decolonisation 

� Cleaning of surgery environment 

� Decontamination procedures for clinic areas 

These policies are available in both treatment rooms and on the shared server.   


